Randwick International of Education and Linguistics
9‘\:/ I E L Science (RIELS) Journal
I Vol. 4, No. 2, June 2023 | Page 332-338 |
Y+ Journa https.//www.randwickresearch.com/index.php/rielsj

The Conjugation of Pashto Compound Verbs
DOI: https://doi.org/10.47175/rielsj.v4i2.691

| Zia Ul Islam Shirani! | Lalkhan Minapal? | Shafiqullah Amirzay® |

13 pashto language & ABSTRACT

Literature, Kabul University, Verb is a word which shows action happening time, generally has
Kabul, Afghanistan subject and time is known in verbs in fact this quality makes
2 pashto language & deference between verb and gerund. According to syntax, we have
Literature, Ghazni University, three types of verbs — Transitive verb, intransitive verb and Hukmi
Kabul, Afghanistan Motadi (Hukmi Transitive) verb. Most of the verbs has two roots

(present and Past). According to structure, we have three types of
verbs: simple verbs (as, root+suffix: dz+am =2 dzam, ywr+am >
xwram 2 za dodai ywram.) derivative verbs (as, article+root+suffix:
ra+s+ai=> rdsai =2 ahmdd rdeai), and compound verbs (as,
root+root+suffix: xpor + kedal=> [after changes of conjugation]
xparedal = wradzpana ypard fwa.). As well as, there are four
categories of auxiliary verbs, as follow: “JAS /ked3l/”, “Jei/fwal/”,
“Uo/wal/, JsS/kawsdl/” and “J,S/kral/”. Hereby, conjugation of verb
in Pashto varies according to Number, Gender and Person.
Meanwhile, both parts of compound verbs conjugate in which only
one-part conjugates. Generally, the end of compound verbs is
conjugated by the suffix according to the mentioned categories.
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INTRODUCTION

In this research, | talked about verb types and conjugation. When Pashto language speakers,
especially Pashto language and literature students, don’t have knowledge about verb
conjugation, they make mistakes and make the structural system slow. For this reason, it’s
necessary to perform this research. The importance of this research is that, first, we will
know compound verbs and their conjugation, and second, it will prevent us from making
mistakes while speaking and writing. For example, if we use a masculine verb for a female
subject, or conversely, it will be a mistake. So we will talk about this issue. Some research
has already been done by Mohammad Saber Khweshkai and Mojawer Ahmad Ziar; however,
there was disagreement in the classification of nouns and verbs, so here we have described
it with arguments.

RESEARCH METHODS
In this essay | have used Pashto books in addition Persian books as well, a lot of Pashto and
Persian grammar books are studied, so generally it will help us in verb classification. We
have used descriptive method with the help of library research.

In this essay, | have used Pashto books in addition to Persian books. A lot of Pashto and
Persian grammar books are studied, so it will generally help us in verb classification. We
have used the descriptive method with the help of library research.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Verb is a word which shows action happening time, generally has subject and time is known
in verbs in fact this quality makes deference between verb and gerund. Gerund is just verb’s
name but it is not a verb for example: eating (J_ s3/xwardl/), dirking (Js&/tsx3l/) ... so the
subject and time are unknown in here it’s just verb name in other word it just denominates a
verb. On the other hand, verb specify the subject and time of an action; like: I’m eating
(posafywrdm/), I’'m drinking(~<3/tsxdm/) in here our subject is the first person and time of
happing is present progress. Another issue which made disagreement between our grammar
teachers and grammars books is gerund. Most of grammarian consider gerund as a verb
maker or basis of the verb, truly it is a deferent story, in fact infinitival (ing) (J/al/) combining
with root and makes gerund (Ziar, 2015: 184). Accordingly, when gerund originated from
root exactly other verbs originate form root not from gerund.

Types of Verb:

Syntactic Verbs

Intransitive verb: When a verb doesn’t have any object it’s called in intransitive verb; it
means the verb is done only by the subject, and the verb conjugation for the subject in past
tense and present tense. | have written this line because in transitive verbs the verb
conjugation to the object, however there in no object in intransitive verbs so the verb should
be conjugation to the subject.

Mohammad Saber Khweshkai synonymized the intransitive verbs’ definition and he said
“when a verb conjugation for the first element of sentence in present tense and past tense or
the verb accordance to the first element it is called intransitive verb.” First element means
subject. Let’s see intransitive verb examples:

I go (0= 2 /20 dzom/)
I went (¥ ¢ /2o larom/)

In above examples verb in past and present tense conjugation for the subject.

Transitive verb: When a sentence has object furthermore subject and verb; and verb
conjugation for the subject in present tense but in past tense it conjugations for object. For
example:

| eat the food. Present tense (s w959 2 3/2o doddi ywram/)
| ate the food. Past tense (c55 5 5959 W/ma doddi wo ywéra/)

In above examples at present time verb is conjugation for the subject (1/2) and in past
tense it is conjugation for the object (food/ws2s/dodai/)

Hukmi Transitive verb: Those verbs which have no accordance with any element of
sentence at past time, but it changes the first element (subject) as transitive verb does. It
means hukmi transitive verb has no connection with its subject (Khweshkai, 2015: 4). Like:
Running (J%3\Ydang3l/), laughing (Jxs/yandal/), crying (J.5/3agdl/), dancing (J3/natsdl/),
coughing (Js¥tuy3l/) ... in below examples:

| was laughing. (Jxa W/ma yand3l/)

| was crying. (J.5 Wma 3adl/)

You were laughing. (Jx:s G/ta yandal/)

You were crying. (J.5 Y/ta zardl/)
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But if we use them in present time they will have accordance with the subject; for
example:

I laugh. (px5 » )/z5 yandom/)

You laugh. (s «5fto yande/)

Here both verb have connection with the subject.

That is to say, this classification is according to the verb meaning, most of grammar
writers categorizing verb according to its meaning in type of verb category but Pro. Mojawer
Ahmad Ziar categorized under the syntactic topic, truly he is right; because a sentence can
say whether there is a subject or not?

Another point is that he described hukmi Motadi (Hukmi Transitive) under an
independent title, he also introduced us the third type by the name of compound verb ( oS e
S JI8 e Ygbargun/ or /sbargwdal kor/) for example: (Juse’ oi/dzan zsordl/, o
Jsaoldzan rasawdl/, J s« S J& /dsan garmaw3l/....) (Ziar, 2015: 143).

In compound verbs the doer and receiver of an action (subject and object) is one person.
Like above examples.

Type of verb according to their structure

According to the verb structure has three type, simple verbs, derivative verbs and compound
verbs.

Simple verbs: simple verbs are those verbs which created form one morpheme root and
conjugational suffix joined with it. Like: with the eat (Ls3/xwr/) root we are combining it
with conjugational suffix; for example: | eat (aos3/ywrom/), we eat (sos3/ywru/), you eat
(Gosslywrel), they eat (goss/ywri/) or 1 go (s/dsom/), we go (s~/dsu/), you go
(>/dze/)...(Mahbob, 2017: 141).

Derivative verbs: About compound verbs we quote some lines from Pashto contemporary
grammar book “derivative verbs are those verbs which made from one root and its basis is
only one root and an affix, it means when an affix join with a root it gives a sense or meaning.
In other word, according to the meaning and message of an affix it is part of root and we
can’t separate from root; so if we separate it from root it will lost its original meaning and
the meaning will change. Like below examples: Jil, /raslal/,

Je ) /daraxlal/,
Jle siwarazlal/, JB, fratldl/, dEy/dartldl/,Jb s /wartldl/,Jistiess [kxenastdl/, Jiw) 58 [kxeistdl/,
JsS s s/porekawsdl/, Jiw s 52 /poreistdl/... (Khweshkai, 2016: 172).

In short, | can say that derivative verb is made from an affix and root, so this affix is
inseparable from root like above examples.

Compound verbs: Rishteen introduced the compound verbs like this “verbs which are made
by the help of axillary verbs specially ‘JS/kpal/” and Js&/fwal/> are compound verbs.”
(Rishteen, 2010: 118).

These kind of verbs are combination of one lexical element and an axillary verb, in other
word, the basis of these verbs is made from two or more morphemes (Ziar, 2015: 194). To
rephrase it, these verbs are made from two part usually in creating compound verbs the
axillary verb has main role.

This combination has three type;

1. Lexical element + axillary verb (Jxs/ked3l/ and (Js</fwal/)
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Jas ) sa/ypor keddl/> Juss [ypareddl/, JaS Sa/dzog kedal/ = JaSa/dgogeddl/, JaS Sau/spok
keddl > JaSow/spakeddl/ and ...

S5 IS [kar spokeyi/ (The work reducing.)

oo 4s s /wradzpana yparéyi/ (The newspaper is publishing.)

S5 4 [pxa xwayeyi/ (The leg is hurting.)

In above examples both part of verb is conjugation for the predicate, and we lost first
consonant of axillary verb. If we don’t lose the first consonant; so if we don’t lose the
first consonant it will conjugation for predicate according to Number and Gender, like:
SpS Sam S Jkar spok kéyi/

(S o 4l s /wradzpana ypara kéyi./

In above examples the verb has accordance with the first element (subject) according
to Number and Gender. In past progressive tense it is being conjugation in “JxS/kedal/”
format for example:

228 0 43LA 5 fwradzpana ypara kéda./ The newspaper was publishing.

A8 s SLs 5/ wradzpang yparé kéde./ The newspapers were publishing.

23S 219y sl /ahmad rund kedo./ Ahmad was getting blind.

GBS 021l ) 3 sena 5l 2ea) fahmad aw mahmud randd kedl./ Ahmad and Mahmood were getting blind.

But in other past time like (recent past, distant past, and simple past) it conjugation
with the help of “Jds&/fwal/” helping verb like:
o540 pna 43l 5 / wradzpana ypara fwa./ The newspaper had been published.
23 (55 s na 43l 5 / wradzpana ypara fowé da./ The newspaper has been published.
25 s oma 4L ) /wradzpana ypara fowé wa./ The newspaper was published.
Jsd el 553 /dui randd fwol./ They got blind.
.83 g5 el (5 93 /dui randd fowi di./ They have gotten blind.
.55 55 023l 5 93 [dui randd fowi wu./ They were gotten blind.
To emphasis, all of these verbs are passive verb.

. Lexical element+ Helping verb (Js/wal/, Jss/lkawal/, J s/kysl/)

Blinding, hiding, publishing, peeling

s 2al o) /20 ahmad randawam./ | am blinding Ahmad.

2505 4ba 56 /70 wradzpana yparawdm./ | am publishing the newspaper.
s S a5/ts kagala spinawé./ You are peeling the potato.

In above sentences the verb is conjugation for the subject, because happening at
present time and the verb is transitive; so in past time the verb will be conjugation for the
object.

In past progressive these verbs conjugation like present for example:
29131y sl L/ma ahmad randaw3. | was blinding Ahmad
Al 4ba s Wma wradzpana yparawsla./ | was publishing the newspaper.

Jsinw S U//ta kafalu spinawal./ You were peeling the potato.

However, these verbs conjugation with “J_S/kpal” helping verb in recent past, distant
past, simple past tenses. Like:
.S X5 2l L/ma ahmad tund kor. I made Ahmad blind.
.58 Xy 2l L/ma ahmad rund kdrai wo./ I had made Ahmad blind.
.83 S A5y sl e /ma ahmad rund kdrai doi./ I have made Ahmad blind.
2 S e 43bs 5 e /ma wradzpdna ypara kra./ I published the newspaper.
23S eod abs )5 L /ma wradzpdana ypara kare wa./ I had published the newspaper.

-335-



%% Randwick International of Education and Linguistics Science Journal
ISSN Online: 2723-2433 ISSN Print: 2723-2441
Zia Ul Islam Shirani, Lalkhan Minapal, Shafiqullah Amirzay

23 5 S o a4l 5 W /ma wradzpana ypara kage da./ T have published the newspaper.

To remind, If the first part of these verbs have finished with the vowel, so the first part
doesn’t have any conjugation and the second part (helping verb) conjugation regularly in
“S/kawd” form at present tense and past progressive tense; but at recent past, distant past,
simple past and other past tenses it conjugation with “_S/kar” form. For example:

Present tense:

25543 sl ) /2o ahmad yapa kawdm./ | make Ahmad unhappy.

.S58 48 deal 45 fto ahmad yapa kawé./ You make Ahmad unhappy.

Past progressive tense:

Al 4 I W/ma malaldi yapa kawsla./ | was making Malalai unhappy.
(S S5 sl I B /ta malaldi aw torpekai xapa kawsle. You were making unhappy Malalai
and Torpekai.

Simple past tense

.S 43 el L /ma ahmad yapa kor./ I made Ahmad unhappy.

258 43 A L /ma malalai yapa kra. I made unhappy Malalai.

Recent past

.82 S 43 daal L /ma ahmad yapa karai dei./ [ have made Ahmad unhappy.
23 s S 4a (B W /ma malaldi yapa kdre doi./ I have made unhappy Malalai.
Far past

.5 68 43 2aal e /ma ahmad yapa kagai wo./ | had made Ahmad unhappy.
25 68 4 (I L /ma malaldi yapa kére wa. I had made unhappy Malalai.
All of these verbs are active transitive verbs.

. Main verb + helping verb (Jxs/ked3l)

Being killed, being handcuffed, binge reproached, being dislodged.

Male Female

28 36 1zo wazdl kéyam./ | am being killed. LaS 4550 /2o wazdla kéyam./ | am being killed.

xS Jsfto wazdl kéye./ You are being killed. |58 4155 45 /to wazdla kéye./ You are being killed.
325355 95« Imuy wazdl kéyu./ We are being killed. | sS (135 .5« /muy wazdle kéyu./ We are being killed.
S8 J5s s ftaso wazdl kéyei./ You are being kille¢is 8 )5 sl /taso wazdle kéyai./ You are being killed.
638 U35 62 [dai wazdl kéyi./ He is being killed. L6218 3512 /da wazdla kéyi./ She is being killed.

S48 35 e /dui wazdl kéyi./ They are being Killed S A35 52 /dui wazdle kéyi./ They are being killed.

In above sentences at present tense first part of compound verb is conjugation for male
subject both singular and plural similar in one format; but for female subject it is
conjugation according to gender and number. Like, being killed “43s/wazdla/, s
Iwazale/”, and the helping verb is conjugation according to predicate. Now, the first part
killed “Jd35” is okay in one format for female subjects or plural male subjects as I
mentioned in above examples.

This kind of verbs at all past tenses aspect from past progressive tense it conjugation
with the help of “d s&/fwal/” helping verb (Khweshkai, 2007: 111).

Male Female
254 d5ss 00 /20 wiwazal fwam./ | was Killed. psd Al 3500 /20 wiwazola fwom./ | was killed.
355 d355 9« Imuy wawazal fwu./ We were killed. | .55 355 95 /muy wdwazole fwu./ We were killed.

. Type of verb based on root

Root is the basis of verbs. Maroof Shah Shinwari said “root is the verb’s real basis like
eat “_sa/ywr/” and ate “_s3/yor/, Iywar/”; from this two root we can make such verbs: |
eat “ausa/XWrom/”. we eat “sos3/xwru/”. you eat “sosa/xwre” ... and I ate “,s5/x0r”,
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you ate “_s>s/waxor”, and so on. We have two type of root, first present root like eat
(Ls>) and second past root like (Lus>), so this two root together complete conjugation of
one verb. Future tense doesn’t have specific root so it uses present root.”’(Shinwari, 2016:
194).

Mohammad Hussain Yamin introduced the root like this “Root is the word that we
combine the suffix with it and in result it creates a new word, in fact as we can read and
research about root in noun part as we did in verb part.” (Yamin, 2013: 97) for example:
o sfsobman/ (winner), </patman/ (excellency, honorable), <22 /dardman/ (hurt), LsS/kor/
(home), v>_S/kabardsan/ (arrogant), «x_sS /korba/ (host) and so on — 42 s+/soba, <w/pat/, 2,~/dard/,
oS/kabar / and LsS/kor/ are the roots, which ¢«/man/, 3/noai, (»/dsan/ and «/ba/ are their particles
(Hagpal, 1394: 78).

As we realize that we have two type of root, now | will explain type of verb based on
root; based on root we have two type of verb.

A: Those verbs which don’t change their root in past tense and present tense.
Like: Handcuffing, sewing, dislodging... In below sentences

Present progressive tense Past tense

a8 2ale) /20 ahmad tarom./ | am handcuffing Ahmad | o)t 5 2eal L /ma ahmad wataga./ | handcuffed Ahmad.
38 U /7o kamis gandom./ | am sewing the cloth .28 5 ueS W/ma kamis wagando./l sewed the cloth.
exR IR xisae /maiwand tsadar sandi./ Maiwand L3R 5 IR 3 g /maiwand sadar watsands./ Maiwand
shaking the shawl shook the shawl.

As we see, in above examples that these verbs (J_s/tapal/ Handcuffing, Jsi8/gand3l/
sewing, Jx&/tsandal/ shaking) did not change their roots (_s /tar/,+:S /gand/, and +3/tsand/)
at both tenses. For the more knowledge of reader | mentioned some more examples of
these verbs in here: Jiu s /puxtdl/Asking, J.d /leyal/sending, J<= /baxal/forgiving, Ji
/manal/accepting, Jdus /wrpal/ carrying, JSVIikal/ writing, J& /fagdl/ dislodging, Jxs
Iserdl/ researching, J«& 3 /zsamal/ tolerating, J<s /lwafal/ milking, Jv_ /rebal/ reaping
and so on.

B: Those verbs which changes their root in present tense and past tense. Like: Jiw !
laswostdl/ Wearing, il /alwatdl/ flying, Jis /watdl/ exiting, Jia /xatdl/ climbing ... in
below sentences:

Present Tense Past Tense

pdise) puaS o) [zo kamis aswandom./ | wear the dress | < el s pueS W /ma kamis waswast/ I wore the dress.
@A 45 L Jil /atal bam ta xé3i./ Atal climbs up to roof. | <sa 545 ,L J9) /atal bam ta wayot./ Atal climbed up to roof.
o8V & = Imorudi alwadzi./ Bird flies. G5l 5 £ e /morkdi walwata./ Bird flied.

In above sentences we see that these verbs (Jiwse!) faswostdl/ Wearing, Jia /yatdl/
climbing, dJis /alwatdl/ flying) change their root in present tense to
“xelfagwdnd/, afyes/, and s /alwdz/” and in past tense they change it to
“Ca st lfapwidst/, @ sa/yot/, and < slalwat/”. For better understand | mentioned some more
examples here: Js/niwdl/> o /nis/and  s/niw/, Jxliddl/=> s /win/ and Ylid/,
Jids WiB3l/>Js fwal/and <o wift/, Jxse/muddl/=>ass/mum/ and xis/mund/, and
Jis slfawoxtdl/~> ys\awy/ and < sl//awdxt ...

In above examples of verbs their present and past roots are shown by arrows.

One important point, if the readers want to find the verb’s root that which one is present
and past root, so with removing the gerund sign “J/al/” they can find the past root, then
they can use it in present tense and also they can find the present root through it. Like in
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second group of above examples. It means, these verbs (Jise!/aswastdl/ wearing,
Jis/yatdl/ climbing, Jis) /alwatdl/ flying) are that kind of verbs, and those verbs which
doesn’t change their root they have only one root so they don’t make any problem.

Dissention: The type of verb and conjugation are explained, Pashto language and
literature learners should know the conjugation and usage of verbs; if they don’t have
knowledge they will make mistakes. we talked about verb and compound verb very well,
so we understood what is verb and how many kinds does it has. Before it was not regulated
now it is regularized and writers will not make mistakes like they will not conjugation a
masculine verb for a female subject. Some Pashto language grammarian has researched
about it, but in some places their opinions were different, in here, the best way have
chosen. Clearly we classified the noun and verb in regular category. Of course, this
research has done under the other researches lighting.

CONCLUSION

Verb is a word which shows action happening time, generally has subject and time is known
in verbs in fact this quality makes deference between verb and gerund. Based on syntax we
have three kind of verb:1) Intransitive verb: When a verb doesn’t have any object it’s called
in intransitive verb; 2) Transitive verb: When a sentence has object furthermore subject and
verb; and verb conjugation for the subject in present tense but in past tense it conjugations
for object; 3) Hukmi Transitive verb: Those verbs which have no accordance with any
element of sentence at past time, but it changes the first element (subject) as transitive verb
does. It means hukmi transitive verb has no connection with its subject. According to the
verb structure has three type, simple verbs, derivative verbs and compound verbs. simple
verbs are those verbs which created form one morpheme root and conjugational suffix joined
with it. derivative verbs are those verbs which made from one root and its basis is only one
root and an affix, it means when an affix join with a root it gives a sense or meaning. Verbs
which are made by the help of axillary verbs specially “d_S/kpal/ and Js&/fwal/” are
compound verbs.

Type of verb based on root: Root is the basis of verbs, like eat (Ls>/ywr/) and ate
(Lsalyor)); | eat (eosalywrom/), we eat (soss/ywru/), you eat (sosa/ywre/)... and 1 ate
(L slwayor/), you ate (Ls>s /wadyor/), and so on. We have two type of root, first present root
like eat (Ls>/ywr/) and second past root like (us3/xor/), so this two root together complete
conjugation of one verb. Future tense doesn’t have specific root so it uses present root. In
conclusion, we have explained what was important in Pashto grammar, and we have tried to
find and explain the best data.
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